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BVEF holds record-breaking fundraiser

 » See  HONORED, page 2

by Eric Eakin

An d r e a 
Sheppa 
has been 

named 2013 
Bay Village citi-
zen of the year, 
and the Village 
Food Proj-
ect has been 
named 2013 project of the year by the Bay 
Village Community Council.

Sheppa, who is a retired math teacher 
from the Lakewood school system, was 
honored for her years of service to Bay Vil-
lage schools, most recently for her work 
to raise money for new marching band 
uniforms.

“The high school band uniforms were 

very old and in need of replacement,” one 
nominator wrote. “For many years the Bay 
Band Boosters talked about replacement. 
After Andrea took over the leadership role, 
a lively campaign to raise the needed funds 
started. Andrea remained committed to the 
project, and the group was successful a year 
earlier than expected.”

Community Council announces 
Bay citizen, project of the year

Barb Harrell, left, with teen volunteers during 
a community introduction of  the Village Food 
Project in 2011.

Andrea Sheppa, 
2013 Bay Village 
citizen of the year.

by Jacquie Mayer

A grand time was 
had by all at “Cre-
ating Opportuni-

ties: 2013,” Bay Village 
Education Foundation’s 
seventh annual fund-
raiser. The sold-out event 
was a smashing success 
this year, raising nearly 
$20,000. 

Held at Arrabiata’s 
Italian Restaurant in Bay 
Village on Sunday, Jan. 27, 
the fundraiser featured a 
silent auction filled with 
unique items, includ-
ing a weeklong vacation 
in a Florida condo near 
Disney and a VIP evening 
in a suite for a Lake Erie 
Monsters game.

 » See  BVEF page 8
Nancy Melenick celebrates winning the Wheelbarrow for Education raffle at the Bay 
Village Education Foundation event on Jan. 27.

by Kim Bonvissuto

We s t l a k e 
High School 
teams aced 

the recent Student 
Model Home Design 
Contest at Cuyahoga 
Valley Career Center in 
Brecksville, taking the 
top three prizes of the 
competition, and seven 
of the top ten. This is 
the second year in a row 
that Westlake has swept 
the top three places.

The WHS senior 
team of Jacob Hoffman, 
Jacob Lemanowicz and 
Theodore Poulos took 
first place and the over-
all grand prize, win-
ning the $1,000 schol-
arship. They also won 
two specialty category 
awards for “Best 3D/
CAD Drawings” and the 
prestigious “Architec-
tural Award of Merit.”

Second place over-
all and $300 went to 
the WHS junior team 
of James Lydon, Kath-
erine Garruto and 

Avery Starin.
Finishing third 

overall and taking the 
$200 cash award was the 
WHS sophomore team 
of Cal Craven, Loren 
Kreider, Sam Peplin and 
Pierce Gleespen. They 
also won the specialty 
category award for 
“Best Presentation.”

The other Westlake 
High teams finishing in 
the top 10 were: Chris-
topher Stone, Connor 
Stanton, Michael Ortiz 
and Jacob Johanni (sixth 
place); Hannah Yusoff, 
Hon Kwok, Megan Roch-
ford and Paige Rimko 
(seventh place); Robert 
Slater, Chris Tsuei and 
Brandon McNeeley 
(eighth place); and Matt 
Hall, Alex Melaragno, 
Nicholas Button and 
Colin Teets (10th place).

All of the top ten 
winning entries will be 
displayed at The Great 
Big Home & Garden 
Show, Feb. 2-10, at the 
I-X Center.

by Ronald Johnson

Beginning Wednesday, Feb. 27, 
Advent Episcopal Church, 
located at 3760 Dover Center 

Rd. in Westlake, will offer the Alpha 
Parenting Children Course. The course 
is designed for parents of children 

from birth to age 10, or for those who 
care for children younger than 10.

The course was developed by 
Nicky and Sila Lee, authors of “The 
Marriage Book” and “The Parent-
ing Book.” They have been married 
for more than thirty years, have four 
children and three grandchildren and 

live in London. They started the first 
Alpha Parenting Children Course in 
1990, and it and the Alpha Parenting 
Teens Course continue to spread 
throughout the world with many 

courses now running in dozens of 
countries. The course is non-denom-
inational, and anyone of any faith will 
find it helpful and informative.

The course will cover such ques-
tions as: How do I instill moral values 
in my children? Effectively commu-
nicate my love to my kids? Establish 
healthy boundaries with my children? 
Discipline them calmly? How can I 
help my child cope with anger?

Each session of this five-week 
course begins at 6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day evenings. Dinner and childcare 
will be provided. The course is offered 
free of charge. For more information 
or to register for the course, visit www.
adventwestlake.org or call 440-871-
6685. 

Advent Westlake to offer 
Alpha Parenting courses

by Nancy Girardot

Every two years, the Ohio 
Department on Aging hires an 
independent firm to evaluate 

Family Satisfaction in all of the nurs-
ing homes in the state. This survey 
examines every aspect of care includ-
ing staffing levels, attentiveness of 
staff, accommodations, activities, 
dining and delivery of care.

The 2012 results were just 
released and we are proud to 
announce that out of nearly 1,000 
homes in the survey, Bradley Bay is 

ranked No. 1 in the state for family 
satisfaction.

This great year for Bradley 
Bay has also included a 2012 Defi-
ciency Free Survey, five-star rating 
from Medicare and superior qual-
ity outcomes.

For over 50 years, Bradley 
Bay Health Center in Bay Village 
has been a pre-
mier facility on 
the west side for 
skilled nursing, 
rehabilitation and 
senior living. 

Bradley Bay Health Center best 
in state for family satisfaction

Westlake students 
sweep home design 
contest’s top spots

 » See  CONTEST page 5
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“With her leadership and vision, 
the Bay Band Boosters completed a 
$100,000 fundraising effort in time 
for the 2012 football/marching band 
season,” another wrote. “She worked 
tirelessly with the Bay Band Boosters 
board, music directors, school admin-
istrators, band-member moms and 
vendors on the design, purchase and 
delivery.”

The project Sheppa headed also 
raised money to purchase new Rock-
ette uniforms, flags, poles and pom 
poms, raincoats for band members and 
Rockettes, marching band and orches-
tra polo shirts, hat and plume storage 
boxes and dresses for female orchestra 
members.

“I am very honored and very much 
in shock,” Sheppa said. “It was so unex-
pected. I did this out of love for kids 
and the schools. I have devoted my life 
to schools. Now that I am retired I had 
a chance to help. The students really 
needed this; the old uniforms were fall-
ing apart. They work so hard, and repre-
sent the schools so well, that I thought 
they should look the part.”

Sheppa thanked the dozens of 
school administrators, music directors 
and parents who gave of their time to 
make this project a success. “I owe so 
much to all those who helped,” she 
said.

The Village Food Project (VFP), 
headed by 2012 Bay Village citizen of 
the year Barb Harrell, was named 2013 
project of the year for its continuing 
support of Bay Village and Avon Lake 

neighbors who are battling cancer.
Marshaling a staff of more than 400 

volunteers, many of them high school 
students, Harrell has provided thou-
sands of nutritious meals, at no charge, 
to neighbors undergoing treatment for 
cancer.

“One of the unique qualities of this 
project is the amazing way the many 
generations in our community have 
collaborated to help those in need,” a 
nominator wrote. “The project brings 
together students from Bay High pre-
paring meals in the kitchen, testing reci-
pes, planting and caring for the VFP plot 
in the community garden, and planning 
fundraising initiatives.”

“In addition to our many hard-
working volunteers, I want to thank 
Bay Presbyterian Church for its gener-
osity in offering the VFP exclusive use 
of its kitchen,” Harrell said. “Special 
thanks to Senior Pastor Garnett Slat-
ton for encouraging the development 
of the VFP and allowing me, as a staff 
person, to focus a great deal of my 
time and energy on the project. I also 
extend special thanks to co-founder 
and Kitchen Director, Michelle Slatton, 
for the endless amount of hours and 
energy she has put into the develop-
ment and operation of the VFP. Without 
her, the VFP would be nothing more 
than a dream.”

A reception honoring Sheppa and 
the VFP will be held Sunday, Feb. 24, 
from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Bay Pres-
byterian Church, 25415 Lake Rd.

The Bay Village Community Coun-
cil is the coordinating group for all civic 
organizations. It meets quarterly to offer 
mutual aid and guidance to all Bay Vil-
lage organizations. 
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by Cynthia Eakin

Bay Village Community Council, 
with representatives present from 
many of the city’s organizations, 

met in mid-January to discuss plans for 
upcoming events in the city.

The Bay Village Women’s Club is 
holding its annual antiques show on 
Feb. 16 and 17 at Bay High School. 
Donation is $6 at the door. Proceeds 
will go towards student scholarships.

The Lake Erie Nature and Sci-
ence Center is having an open house 
in conjunction with BAYArts on Feb. 6, 
introducing the Mini Art and Nature 
Academy preschool program that they 
will be co-programming. Upcoming 
family programs include “Falcons” on 
March 14, “History of Cuyahoga Valley 
National Parks” on April 11 and “Gro-
cery Store Botany” on May 9. Cost is $7 
in advance or $10 at the door.

The Bay Village PTA Council “Love 
and Logic” parenting program begins 
on Jan. 28 and runs for six weeks. The 
PTA Council is considering alternatives 
to Safety Town, because the popular 
program has been phased out due to 
city budget cuts.

The Village Food Project now serves 
meals to 25 patients each week, as well 
as their families, in Bay Village and 
Avon Lake. A board of directors is being 
appointed.

The Bay Village Education Foun-

dation’s annual fundraiser, “Creating 
Opportunities,” took place on Jan. 27 
at Arrabiata’s Restaurant. The “10 Cam-
paign” was a success, with Westerly 
School bringing in the most contribu-
tions per student, winning an iPad for 
the school. The campaign asked each 
family to donate $10 per household 
or per student. More than $2,700 was 
raised to help fund creative projects 
submitted by Bay Village teachers.

The Bay Village League of Women 
Voters met on Jan. 19 at the Bay Village 
Police Station Community Room to dis-
cuss plans for 2013.

The Bay Village Kiwanis sponsored 
the Bay High Key Club annual chili 
cook-off on Jan. 11. The dinner netted 
$740, and the proceeds will benefit 
Kiwanis International’s $1.6 million 
project to eliminate neo-natal tetanus 
in developing countries. The Kiwanis 
hosted the school crossing guards at 
their Jan. 14 regular meeting. Police 
Chief David Wright introduced the 
nine crossing guards who attended. The 
annual Christmas tree sale in Cahoon 
Park was very successful, raising close 
to $7,000. Most of the proceeds will go 
towards student scholarships. Kiwanis 
gave $2,000 to the Bay Education Foun-
dation to fund two faculty projects. The 
fall homecoming pancake breakfast 
raised $2,000. Another pancake break-
fast will be held in the spring. Kiwanis 
will again sponsor and coordinate Bay 

Days July 4 week. They will also sponsor 
the May Academic Achievement Awards 
ceremonies in Bay High Auditorium, 
when they will award $12,000 in schol-
arships.

The Bay Village Garden Club 
“Greening of Bay” Christmas craft proj-
ect raised $1,800. The club created and 
distributed 20 baskets for area shut-ins 
prior to Christmas. Organization mem-
bers will plant the city sign baskets in 
the spring.

The Martha Devotion Huntington 
Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) provides T-shirts, 
books and toiletries for patients at the 
Wade Park Veterans Hospital, sends 
care packages to active duty military 
and Afghanistan and presents the DAR 
ROTC medal to a graduating senior of 
the Naval Sea Cadets each year at a 
ceremony on board the USS Cod. DAR 
scholarships are available to high school 
seniors. American flags are presented to 
new citizens at Naturalization Court. 
Box tops, labels and recycled printer 
cartridges are sent to DAR-supported 
Appalachian school. Contact Chapter 
Registrar Doris Gorgas at lablady76@
wowway.com for membership informa-
tion.

The Peter Navarre Chapter of the 
United States Daughters of 1812 awards 
JROTC medals to high school cadets, 
sends labels and box tops to Appala-
chian schools and donates paperback 

books to the AMMLA. Other chapter 
committee donations are to Old Fort 
Niagara, Fort McHenry, the Flag House 
and Star Spangled Banner Museum and 
St. Michael’s and All Angels Church 
in Dartmoor, England. Peter Navarre 
Chapter members are commemorat-
ing the War of 1812 Bicentennial by 
offering a coloring book highlighting 
the war’s important events. The Ohio 
Society U.S.D. 1812 is currently compil-
ing records of grave locations of War 
of 1812 Ohio military personnel. The 
Peter Navarre chapter has completed 
Lakeside Cemetery in Bay Village. Vol-
unteers for this project can learn more 
details at www.ohiodaughters1812.org/
graveindex. Contact Marlene Wilkinson 
at marwilk32@hotmail.com for mem-
bership information.

The Bay Village Historical Society’s 
annual Victorian Tea is April 27, 2 p.m., 
at the Dwyer Memorial Senior Center. 
There will be a create-your-own-hat 
contest, a drawing for an American Girl 
doll and unique 18-inch doll clothes 
sold by Carol Major. Party or Victorian 
attire is suggested and dolls are invited 
to attend. The cost is $22 for adults and 
$12 for children. Call Carole Roske at 
440-871-4797 to make a reservation. 
“Cahoon in June,” the annual fine arts, 
crafts and antiques festival, will take 
place in Cahoon Memorial Park on June 
15. Contact Cynthia Eakin at 440-835-
2718 for information. 

Bay Village Community Council meets to discuss upcoming events

HONORED       
continued from front page
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If your child is injured playing sports, you want to make sure he or she is safe before returning to play, 

particularly when a head injury is involved. How do you know when it’s safe for him or her to return to play 

following a concussion?  

St. John Medical Center’s Concussion Management Program now offers student-athletes the opportunity 

to establish pre-concussion baseline measurements. Our unique and comprehensive approach incorporates 

both cognitive and balance assessment baselines. These assessments will provide important information 

to ensure your child is properly healed before returning to action. To find out more about the program, 

or to schedule an assessment for your child, please call 440-414-6050.

Low-cost Balance Test Can Keep Your 
Child Safe from Concussion

www.stjohnmedicalcenter.net

Consumer reports health care 
recognition for 
quality excellence:

:Heads Up to Parents



More stories online at www.wbvobserver.com   

4   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 5 FEBRUARY 2013                                                                                                                 

by Elisa Demis

A vaccine to prevent breast 
cancer? Did you know that 
researchers at the Cleve-

land Clinic have created a vaccine 
that works against breast cancer 
in mice? They have and would 
like to introduce that vaccine into 
women. In order to do so, they 
need to raise additional funds to 
get FDA approval to test it.

That is why a fundraiser to 
increase awareness of the work 
and its potential is being held 
March 10, 1 p.m., at St. Deme-
trios Greek Cultural Hall in Rocky 
River. Lunch by Coyne Catering 
and a fashion show of Macy’s 
styles are being hosted by the 
local chapter of Daughters of 

Penelope, a philanthropy. Tick-
ets can be purchased by calling 
440-835-1913. Half of the $35 
ticket price is being donated to 
the Clinic.

“We believe that our vaccine 
will someday be used to prevent 
breast cancer in adult women 
the same way vaccines prevent 
polio and measles in children,” 
says Vincent Tuohy, Ph.D., head 
of the research team at Cleveland 
Clinic’s Lerner Research Institute. 
“If it works in humans the way it 
works in mice, this will be monu-
mental.”

To read more about the 
research and how you can help, 
visit my.clevelandclinic.org/
giving/where-to-give/tuohy_vac-
cine.aspx.

Fundraiser for breast 
cancer vaccine research

by Jayne Broestl

Members of the Cuyahoga West Chap-
ter of the Ohio Genealogical Society 
(OGS) invite you to join their ranks 

and learn more about how to research your 
family history. A membership drive is currently 
underway.

This Chapter offers free help sessions from 
1-2:30 p.m., on the first Wednesday of the month 
(except December, January, July and August), 
in the Computer Lab of Westlake Porter Public 
Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd. Just bring what 
information you have collected thus far, on a 
particular ancestral line, to one of these help 
sessions. Members will help you extend your 
research, or get started on your journey. The next 
afternoon session will be Wednesday, Feb. 6.  

If you are unable to attend the daytime ses-
sion, an evening help session and genealogi-
cal roundtable discussion is being offered on 

Wednesday, Feb. 20, from 7-8:45 p.m. in the 
Porter Room at Westlake Porter Public Library. 
Members and guests will share their recent dis-
coveries or brick walls. Future evening programs 
are scheduled for the third Wednesday of the 
month (except August and December) and dues 
provide funding for guest speakers throughout 
the year.   

There is no charge to attend a meeting or a 
help session and you do not have to be a member. 
However, members do receive the added ben-
efit of a quarterly newsletter, The Tracer, which 
includes notices of upcoming genealogical meet-
ings and events, both local and national. Also, 
members are entitled to a 10 percent discount 
on chapter publications. Membership runs from 
January through December and dues are just $15, 
$18 for two people at one address. For additional 
information, visit their website at www.roots-
web.ancestry.com/~ohcwogs or email  cuyahog-
awest@gmail.com. 

Now is the time to get help with 
your family history research

BAY VILLAGE CItY sChooLs

by Karen Derby

Bay Middle School stu-
dents participated in a 
recent 2012 Ohio Stock 

Market Challenge. Two sev-
enth-grade teams won prizes 
by turning their $100,000 in 
virtual dollars into a profit-
able stock portfolio by buying 
and selling stock in real-time 
prices through the simulated 
Stock Market Challenge bro-
kerage account.

Seventh-graders Delaney 
McDonald and Connor Flynn 

won the first-place 
prize in the Grades 
4-8 division of the 
competition. The final 
value of their portfolio 
was $107,528.18.

Seventh-graders 
Makayla Minnes and 
Ben Andrassey took 
third place in the 
Grades 4-8 division. 
Their portfolio was worth 
$103,650.61 at the end of the 
game.

The Cleveland Center 
for Economic Education and 

Ashland University spon-
sors the area competition. 
Bay Middle School’s winning 
teams were also rewarded 
with a pizza party for their 

classroom. The students’ 
advisor in the competi-
tion was Bay Middle School 
enrichment resource teacher 
Gina Tianello. 

Bay Middle School 
stock market 
simulation teams 
take prizes

Stock Market Challenge winners, from left, front: Makayla 
Minnes, Ben Andrassy; back: Mrs. Gina Tianello, Delaney 
McDonald, Connor Flynn Bay High senior Alex Brown 

capped off an excellent 
soccer career at Bay High by 

being named to the 2012 National 
Soccer Coaches Association of 
America’s All-American Team. She 
was also named to the All-Ohio 
First Team (second time) and to the 
West Shore Conference First Team 
(third time).

She was named Player of the 
Year in the All-Greater Cleveland 
District and the West Shore Confer-
ence. Her peers on the Lady Rockets 
West Shore Championship Team 
selected her as Team MVP. Alex 
was also named to the 2012 Plain 
Dealer All-Star Team an All-Greater 
Cleveland District All-Star, and was 
selected as a Plain Dealer Player 
of the Week twice in her career at 
Bay High. Alex scored 13 goals and 
added 13 assists her senior year, 
leading the team in both catego-
ries. She ends her career at Bay 
High with 50 goals and 41 assists 
for 141 points, ranking her seventh 
on the all-time scoring list.

Alex has committed to playing 
for Edinboro University of Pennsyl-
vania on scholarship and plans to 
major in either physical therapy or 
exercise science, with a minor in 
music. 

Bay High’s Alex Brown

BhS soccer 
star named to           
All-American 
Team

Bay Middle School eighth-grader Phill Lally 
brought home the first-place prize for his writ-
ing at the recent district-level Power of the 

Pen competition held at Columbia Middle School in 
Columbia Station.

The eighth-grade Bay Middle School Power of 
the Pen team brought home the second-place team 
prize. Those writers are Harper Tindall, Lauren Sheil, 
Sarah Brumagin, Phil Lally, Laura Colagiovanni and 
Jessica Perri.

Other students winning individual grade-level 
prizes were eighth-grader Laura Colagiovanni (sixth 
place), seventh-grader Chloe Roberts (19th place), and 
seventh-grader Jessica Rychel, who won both fourth 
place in her grade level and Best of Round for her story.

Also competing was the seventh-grade team of 
Ben Andrassy, Grace Beam, Carly Goebel, Chloe Rob-
erts, Danielle Coke and Jessica Rychel.

The team’s advisor is Bay Middle School English 
teacher Helen Lanning. Student volunteers for the 
event were Olivia Risch, Emma Roberts and Ruth 
Dahlhausen. 

Bay Middle School’s Power of the Pen eighth-grade team, from 
left, front: Sarah Brumagin, Harper Tindall; back: Ms. Helen 
Lanning, Lauren Sheil, Phil Lally, Laura Colagiovanni. Not 
pictured: Jessica Perri.

Bay Middle School students excel at Power of the Pen
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Advance Your Career:
Nurse Information Session
UA Lakewood
Tuesday, February 12, 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, March 19, 4:30pm-6:00 p.m.              
Wednesday, May 8, 4:30-6:00 p.m.

Highlights of the
UA Lakewood RN-BSN program:
•	 Completion	of	the	bachelor’s	degree	in	one	year

•	 Adult	learner-focused,	building	on	prior
	 education	and	clinical	experience

•	 An	option	to	portfolio	student	experience	in
	 place	of	one	clinical

•	 No	challenge	exams	required

There	will	be	advisers	on	hand	to	answer	questions	
about	the	RN-BSN	and	MSN	programs.
Refreshments will be served.

Contact Kimberly Moss at 330.972.5526 or

kmoss1@uakron.edu to RSVP, or for questions.

lakewood.uakron.edu
The University of Akron is an Equal Education and Employment Institution
© 2012 by The University of Akron

by Emily Lockshine

Westlake sent 43 young scientists 
to the Kenston Science Olympiad 
Invitational on Jan. 19. These stu-

dents made up two teams from Lee Burne-
son Middle School and one team represent-
ing Westlake High School. All three teams 
produced impressive results, including 
fourth and first place overall awards. 

The LBMS team of 37 students is com-
prised of 20 seventh-graders, 10 eighth-
graders, and seven ninth-graders, who 
prepare to compete in 23 events. The team, 
led by parent volunteer Laura Lathem, has 
put in countless hours of study sessions 
and preparation since mid-October. Assist-
ing Lathem are advisors Dr. Rachna Dutta, 
Susan Carroll, Eileen Fitz, Natalie Hudak, 
Lese Ann Kodger, Gina Slater and high 
school Science Olympiad coach Melissa 
Crist.

Students utilized time during school 
breaks and days off, even dedicating their 
final Saturday of winter break to a mock 

competition. Their commitment and hard 
work paid off when one of Lee Burneson 
Middle School teams placed fourth out of 
27 overall and the high school earned the 
first-place trophy, in a competitive field of 
34 teams. 

The two middle school teams amassed 
a total of 11 top-five individual event fin-
ishes, with Chris Slater and Jane Fitz earn-
ing a second-place finish for Crime Bust-
ers, and Austin Kinney and Ryan Zubricky 
taking first place for the Write It Do It event. 
Alex Lathem and Ryan Zubricky took third 
place for the Sound of Music, an event that 
requires participants to construct their own 
instruments made from unconventional 
materials and play an original composition 
on the self-made instruments. Also earning 
a third-place finish was Chris Slater and 
Ishaan Dutta for Anatomy.

The teams will compete in two more 
invitationals over the next few weeks, with 
an eye toward qualifying for regionals, 
which will take place on Feb. 23 at Lorain 
County Community College. 

Westlake Science Olympians are 
victorious at Kenston Invitational

wEstLAKE CItY sChooLs

This year’s student contest theme 
was “Great Spaces in Different Places:A 
Mixed Use Space To Live and Work.” 
Students were challenged to design 
a mixed-use commercial/residential 
structure addition, incorporating the 
above-grade concrete (i.e., ICF – Insu-
lated Concrete Form) system into the 
design, as well as appropriate and cre-
ative use of other building elements, 
such as energy efficient and environ-
mentally conscious products and sys-
tems to reduce energy costs. 

The structure would be designed 
for the purpose of accommodating a 
young professional couple who plan to 
add on to a commercial building they 
just purchased in order to operate their 
new architecture office on the first floor, 
and live in the residential space on the 
second floor. This is a building that is 
modeled after what might be seen at 
a Crocker Park or a “work/live” type of 
space in a downtown city area.

Concrete building technology 
design offers homeowners increased 
energy efficiency, lower maintenance 
and substantial cost savings. Because 
of their unique construction properties, 
concrete buildings can be designed with 
virtually any type of exterior and interior. 
Concrete is one of the most fire resistant 
construction materials available, and 
the strength and durability of concrete 
walls offer unmatched resistance to the 

devastation of major storms.
Using their knowledge of archi-

tectural design, green building design 
technology, and concrete construction, 
student entries included floor plan and 
elevation drawings as well as the high-
profile scaled model building. They 
were judged in 15 separate categories, 
including design, planning and innova-
tions, energy-conserving features, draw-
ing presentation, model presentation 
and exterior design. 

Schools entered this year included 
Maplewood Career Center, Beachwood 
High School, Orange High School, Four 
Cities Educational Compact, Westlake 
High School and host Cuyahoga Valley 
Career Center. A panel of building 
industry professionals from across the 
area evaluated the student designs.

 “The students created very unique 
structures and several had striking 
designs yet were able to incorporate 
multiple ways of “Great Spaces” in the 
commercial and residential floor plans,” 
said Jeff Bee, Engineering and CAD 
technologies instructor at Maplewood 
Career Center. “Including many green 
building features in the design was a 
great way to bring new construction 
technology into a project of this kind.”

In its 16th year, the student con-
test is nationally recognized by the 
International Technology & Engineer-
ing Educators Association for promot-
ing technological literacy, energy effi-
ciency and environmentally conscious 
design, engineering, construction and 
architecture. 

CONTEST 
continued from front page

Theodore Poulos, Jacob Hoffman and Jacob Lemanowicz, left-to-right, 
took the grand prize and two specialty awards at this year’s Student 
Model Home Design Contest.

by Kim Bonvissuto

Westlake High School seniors 
Ishaan Bakhle and Aakash Shah 
were selected as candidates for 

the United States Presidential Scholars 
Program, which honors the nation’s most 
distinguished graduating high school 
seniors. Each year, up to 141 students are 
named U.S. Presidential Scholars, one of 
the nation’s highest honors for high school 
students.

Scholars are chosen on the basis of 
their accomplishments in many areas – 
academic and artistic success, leadership 
and involvement in school and commu-
nity. Semifinalists will be named in April, 
with final scholar selections posted in 
May. Scholars are invited to Washington, 
D.C., in June to participate in National 
Recognition Weekend, which includes 
enrichment activities and events and 

culminates with the presentation to the 
students of the Presidential Scholars 
medallion during a ceremony sponsored 
by the White House.

Ishaan scored a perfect 36 on the ACT 
last spring. He participates in the student 
television station WHBS and is a member 
of WHS Student Council and Key Club. He 
is considering studying aerospace engi-
neering.

Aakash scored a perfect 1600 on the 
critical reading and math sections of the 
SAT last spring. He is a flute player with 
the Symphonic Band and a member of the 
Academic Challenge Club. He also plays 
on the varsity tennis team. He is leaning 
toward a career in medicine.

Both students also are National Merit 
Semifinalists. 

WHS seniors named 
Presidential Scholar 
candidates

Ishaan Bakhle Aakash Shah
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by Elaine willis

Do c t o r s 
M a r c 
G i l l i -

nov and Steven 
Nissen, cardiac 
surgeons at the 
Cleveland Clinic, 
will speak about 
heart health at 
Westlake Porter 
Public Library 
on Tuesday, Feb. 
26, at 7 p.m. 
They will also 
sign copies of their book, “Heart 
411,” which will be available for 
purchase courtesy of Barnes and 
Noble.

Dr. Gillinov is a staff cardiac 
surgeon at the Sydell and Arnold 
Miller Family Heart & Vascular 
Institute at Cleveland Clinic. He 
has special expertise in several 
types of cardiac valve surgeries 
and replacements, and is surgi-
cal director of the Center for Atrial 
Fibrillation at Cleveland Clinic. In 
addition to co-authoring “Heart 
411,” Dr. Gillinov is the medical 
editor of the Cleveland Clinic’s 
“Cardiac Consult” and has served 
on the editorial boards of e-Cleve-
land Clinic, The Heart Surgery 
Forum, Innovations, the Journal of 

Thoracic and 
Cardiovascu-
lar Surgery and 
the Journal of Cardiac Surgery. He 
received his medical degree from 
Johns Hopkins University.

Dr. Nissen is the chairman 
of the Robert and Suzanne Tom-
sich Department of Cardiovas-
cular Medicine at the Cleveland 
Clinic. For the last two decades his 
research has focused on the use 
of intravascular ultrasound imag-
ing (IVUS) for the assessment of 
coronary atherosclerosis, and he 
has served as international prin-
ciple investigator for several large 
IVUS trials. Dr. Nissen has also 
served on a variety of boards in 
the medical community, lectures 

both nationally and internation-
ally, and has advised the FDA 
and testified about drug safety 
before the U.S. Senate and House 
of Representatives. In addition to 
co-authoring “Heart 411,” he has 
written over 350 journal articles 
and 60 book chapters, and is the 
current editor of Current Cardiol-
ogy Report, and senior consulting 
editor to the Journal of the Ameri-
can College of Cardiology.

To register for the program, 
please call 440-250-5462 or visit 
signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080. 
Westlake Porter Public Library is 
located at 27333 Center Ridge Rd. 

•	Quality	education	and	affordable	tuition	(less	than	$100	per		
	 credit	hour	for	Cuyahoga	County	residents)

•	Transfer	credits	seamlessly	to	partner	colleges	and	universities		
	 in	Ohio

•	STEMM	Focus:	Science,	Technology,	Engineering,	Math	and	Medical

Westshore	Campus		|		31001	Clemens	Road,	Westlake,	Ohio	44145

1-866-933-5183  |  www.tri-c.edu/westshore
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two	year	colleges
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Cleveland Clinic cardiac surgeons will speak  
at  Westlake Porter Public Library Feb. 26

Doctors Marc Gillinov and Steven Nissen, authors 
of “Heart 411,” will speak about heart health at 
Westlake Porter Public Library at 7 p.m. on Feb. 26.

by Noreen Kyle

Cuyahoga County Councilman Dave 
Greenspan (District 1 representative) 
hosted his first Town Hall Meeting of 

2013 on Thursday, Jan. 31, at the Bay Village 
Police Station Community Room. The fea-
tured speaker was Cuyahoga County’s first 
medical examiner, Dr. Tom Gilson. 

A packed room of concerned citizens 
and elected officials actively listened as Dr. 
Gilson described the dramatic increase of 
heroin-related deaths in Cuyahoga County 
from 40 in 2007 to 159 in 2012. Unfortunately, 
this number is projected to further increase 
because of pending toxicology results from 
deaths occurring in December. 

In response to this alarming epidemic 
the county has formed an Opiate Task Force 
in addition to the Medical Examiner’s Poison 
Death Review Committee. The goal of these 
coalitions is to identify the best points of 
intervention, prevention and education.

Sincere thanks from the Westshore 
Enforcement Bureau Narcotics Task Force 
are extended to Mr. Greenspan and Dr. 
Gilson for taking the time to address this 
sensitive but pertinent subject matter. Their 
efforts are directly assisting WEB’s preven-
tion and education efforts throughout our 
Westshore communities. 

County medical 
examiner speaks 
on heroin crisis, 
prevention

Groundhogs poke their heads up at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Two -year-old Rachel Hard-
man, above, isn’t quite sure 
she wants to pet Coco the 

groundhog, held by Molly Ryan 
at the Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center on Feb. 2. Ryan, a wildlife 
rehabilitator, brought Coco and an 
albino groundhog named Snow, 
right, to the center on Groundhog 
Day.  She rehabilitates groundhogs 
and other small animals  at her 
home in Parma. Close to one hun-
dred visitors had an opportunity 
to learn about the animals and pet 
them, if they were brave enough. 
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by Elaine willis

Wednesday, Feb. 6 (10:15-10:45 
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s sing 
and dance! – Join us for a fun session 
of singing and dancing for children ages 
2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited, so 
please arrive early enough to receive a 
ticket at the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, Feb. 6 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
Cuyahoga West Genealogical 
Society – Stuck on your genealogi-
cal research? Not sure how to get start-
ed? Stop by for a free Help Session!

Wednesday, Feb. 6 (4-5 p.m.) 
Books with BeLLa – What do you 
get when you bring children, dogs and 
books together? You get happy, con-
fident children who love reading! Stop 
by the Youth Services Department each 
Wednesday and sign your child up for 
a 15-minute reading time with Bella the 
Bulldog! Bring your own book to share 
with Bella or choose one of ours.

Wednesday, Feb. 6 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
introduction to Finding 
Funders – Learn how to use Founda-
tion Directory Online, the database in 
which you can search for funders for your 
nonprofit organization. Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 7 (9:30 a.m.-8:30 
p.m.), Friday, February 8 (9:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.), Saturday, Febru-
ary 9 (9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.) and 
Sunday, February 10 (1:30-4:30 
p.m.) Friends’ annuaL Book 
saLe – Get books, DVDs and books 

on CD at bargain prices! Books include 
fiction, non-fiction and children’s. Half-
price sale on Saturday and Bag sale on 
Sunday.

Saturday, Feb. 9 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
kids in Motion sensory tiMe – 
Join us for stories, activities, music and 
more! Program consists of a 30-minute 
storytime followed by a 30-minute social-
sharing time for the group. No registra-
tion required. Program is designed to 
engage children with autism or other 
special needs/sensory challenges. Each 
child must have an adult caregiver.

Monday, Feb. 11 (4-6 p.m.) teen 
Lounge – Need a place to hang out 
after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We’ve got 
computers, video games, board games, 
snacks and more! Meets only when West-
lake Schools are in session. Registration 
not necessary.

Tuesday, Feb. 12 (7 p.m.) tuesday 
evening Book discussion – The 
February selection is “Major Pettigrew’s 
Last Stand” by Helen Simonson.

Wednesday, Feb. 13 (10:15-10:45 
a.m. or 11-11:30 a.m.) Let’s sing 
and dance! – Join us for a fun session 
of singing and dancing for children ages 
2-6 with a caregiver. Space is limited, so 
please arrive early enough to receive a 
ticket at the Preschool Desk.

Wednesday, Feb. 13 (4-5 p.m.) 
Books with BeLLa – What do you 
get when you bring children, dogs and 
books together? You get happy, con-

fident children who love reading! Stop 
by the Youth Services Department each 
Wednesday and sign your child up for 
a 15-minute reading time with Bella the 
Bulldog! Bring your own book to share 
with Bella or choose one of ours.

Thursday, Feb. 14 (7 p.m.) non-
Fiction Book discussion – The 
February selection is “Boomerang” by 
Michael Lewis.

Friday, Feb. 15 (11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.) connecting For kids 
Parent discussion & FaciLi-
tated PLaygrouP – Participate 
in a discussion group led by a pediatric 
expert while your children play in a sepa-
rate room with a CCBDD facilitator. You 
must RSVP for the playgroup starting one 
month before each session. Children do 
not need a formal diagnosis to attend. 
Topics listed at connectingforkids.org.

Saturday, Feb. 16 (10:30-11 a.m.) 
Mother goose on the Loose! 
– Join Mother Goose for this interac-
tive storytime featuring simple books, 
rhymes, songs and movement. For ages 
birth-3 years old with adult caregiver. No 
registration.

Saturday, Feb. 16 (1-2:15 p.m.) 
connecting For kids Parent 
discussion & FaciLitated 
PLaygrouP – Participate in a discus-
sion group led by a pediatric expert while 
your children play in a separate room 
with a CCBDD facilitator. You must RSVP 
for the playgroup starting one month 
before each session. Children do not need 

a formal diagnosis to attend. Topics listed 
at connectingforkids.org.

Saturday, Feb. 16 (3-4:45 p.m.) 
Mad4Manga – Do you love Manga, 
Anime or Japanese culture? If you do, this 
club is for you! Each month we watch a 
different Anime series and talk about 
our favorite Manga. Sometimes we even 
throw in some crafts, Manga drawing or 
Japanese treats just for fun! Grades 6-12 
only. Registration not necessary.

Sunday, Feb. 17 (2-4 p.m.) 
Friends’ sunday sounds – The 
Friends of Porter Public Library present 
the folk rock of Half Moon Jack.

Monday, Feb. 18 (11-11:45 a.m.) 
Fit, Fun & FroLic with Morri-
son dance – Join Morrison Dance for 
a fun program that will take your young 
child’s natural energy and direct it into 
a lifelong love of physical activity! We’ll 
move to popular children’s songs and 
wiggle the morning away! Co-sponsored 
by the Westlake Westshore Arts Council. 
Registration begins Feb. 11.

Monday, Feb. 18 (2-3:30 p.m.) 
Movies @ your LiBrary – 
Norman, a misunderstood boy, takes on 
ghosts, zombies and grown-ups to save 
his town from a centuries-old curse. 
Rated PG. All ages welcome. In accor-
dance with library policy, children under 
nine must be with a grown-up. Registra-
tion begins Feb. 11.

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.
westlakelibrary.org:8080. 

wEstLAKE poRtER puBLIC LIBRARY

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library

by Kenneth Cooper

Dr. Param Srikantia, a distinguished 
professor at Baldwin Wallace Uni-
versity, will be speaking at Unity 

Spiritual Center in Westlake on Sunday, 
Feb. 17, at 1:30 p.m. Dr. Srikantia blends 
the wisdom of Indian mystics with his 
knowledge of business and life to give 
people of all ages what he hopes will be a 
life-changing experience.

His two-hour presentation is entitled 
“Why Life Sucks: Enjoying the Lightness of 

Being... Addressing Con-
tradictions and Trans-
forming Inner Reality.”

Have you noticed 
how exhausted and 
drained out many of us are at the end of 
the day? Isn’t it strange that no matter how 
much money we make, we are in a condi-
tion of perennial scarcity? Isn’t it ironic that 
with increasing levels of material affluence, 
we are left with progressively less leisure or 
peace of mind to enjoy our lives?

Dr. Srikantia speaks to the heart of 

these contradictions and enables 
you to transform your inner real-
ity with the help of techniques 
and perspectives rarely known to 
modern industrial civilizations.

We have all known moments 
when we experience the full poten-
tial for enjoyment and richness in 
our lives. Yet, in our everyday lives, 

we seem to be making very little 
of this profound potential.

Through this presentation you will 
experience a global voyage which will dis-
till for you breakthrough insights buried 
in distant places. Together we will explore 
the secrets of happiness practiced for cen-
turies by cultures and civilizations around 
the world.

The techniques will help you live 

each moment with wakefulness and 
a sense of vitality, experiencing a pro-
found appreciation of life rather than the 
chronic, restless discontent that usually 
envelops us.

Param Srikantia, a professor in the 
Division of Business Administration at 
Baldwin Wallace, is a former television 
host in India who knows the art of enter-
taining and energizing a live audience! 
Plan to be part of the gathering and expe-
rience on a Sunday afternoon you won’t 
soon forget.

Unity Spiritual Center is located at 
23855 Detroit Rd. You can RSVP at uni-
tyinfo@unityspiritualcenter.com or by 
phone, 440-835-0400. More information 
about Dr. Srikantia can be found at www.
unityspiritualcenter.com/Param.html. 

Explore the secrets of   
happiness at Unity Feb. 17

fAIth & spIRItuALItY

Dr. Param Srikantia

by Jim Dispirito

12th Annual Presidents Day Beach 
Party

Monday, Feb. 18 (12:30-3 p.m.) – No 
school on Feb. 18? What a great time to 
have a beach party! Enjoy music, games 
including the famous Big Kahuna Can-
nonball Classic. Cost: Free to members; 
$5/residents; $10/non-residents. You 

must be registered to attend.
Pre-School Beach Party (ages 3-5)

Friday, Feb. 15 (10-11 a.m.) – Come 
beat the winter blues and have some 
fun with your friends in the tot pool. We 
will play pool games, splash and swim, 
make a craft and enjoy a light snack. Pre-
registration is required. Maximum of 20. 
Cost: Free to members; $5/residents; $10/
non-residents.
Coach Besu’s Little Kickers Soccer 
(Ages 4-6)

Sundays, Feb. 10-March 10 (noon -1 
p.m.) – WHS varsity soccer coach Mike 
Besu and players will be giving instruc-

tion to future soccer stars. Program will 
focus on the basic skills needed to play. 
Players will be given instruction and 
some game play will occur. Session will 
be held inside the gym of the Westlake 
Recreation Center. Cost: $45/members; 
$55/non-members.
Sports with Coach Charlotte (ages 
3-5)

Tuesdays, Feb. 19-March 26 (1-1:30 
p.m.) – Classes begin with a warm-up 
of a short run, jumping jacks and aero-
bic moves and then move into simple 
stretches, toning and strength building. 
An excellent way for your child to get 

some creative exercise in a variety of fun 
and entertaining ways. Cost: $60/mem-
bers; $70/non-members.
Swimming Lessons

Various swimming lessons are now 
being offered for both members and 
residents. The next session of classes 
will start in mid-February. Please check 
out the Rec Gazette in person or online 
at www.wlrec.org for more information 
and pricing.

More information regarding all of 
these programs and more can be found 
at our website at www.wlrec.org or call-
ing us at 440-808-5700 

A presidential splash 
at the Westlake Rec
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BVEF continued from front page

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

The Rocket Raffle, new to the event this year, 
gave guests the chance to win a giant collection 
of scratch-off lottery tickets, and the ever-popular 
“Wheelbarrow for Education” raffle was a big hit 
yet again.

BVEF treasurer Jeff Kalata was surprised with a 
lifetime achievement award, recognizing his many 
years of service to the organization. Kalata has been 
a trustee since 1997 and treasurer since 1999.

BVEF would like to sincerely thank all of the 
sponsors, donors, and guests for making this 
year’s event such an outstanding success! Their 
partnership in this effort directly benefits Bay 
Village students, teachers, and the community at 

large. For a complete list of sponsors and donors, 
please check out the BVEF website at www.bayed-
foundation.org.

BVEF is a non-profit organization that sup-
ports, promotes, and funds creative enrichment 
programs and projects in Bay Village City Schools 
that are not funded by tax dollars. Each year, BVEF 
grants funds to innovative applicants within the 
school system. In partnership with the Bay Village 
Kiwanis Club, BVEF awarded $10,650 in Novem-
ber 2012 to support various projects throughout 
the district. The record amount raised at “Creating 
Opportunities: 2013” will allow the BVEF to con-
tinue enhancing Bay Village students’ educational 
experience beyond the standard curriculum. 

Trustee Dwight Clark and President Scott Best, present 
treasurer Jeff Kalata with a lifetime achievement award.

Attendees peruse the many silent auction 
items at the BVEF fundraiser.Bay Village Education Foundation trustees gather for a photo before the event.

Chad Di Lillo, Jennifer Rutkoski, Debbie Fogg and Rosie Roman 
craft valentines for local seniors.

by Victor Rutkoski

The Westlake Aktion 
Club made valentines 
on Sunday, Jan. 27, at 

Pat Catan’s in Westlake. This 
has become an annual event 
put on by Pat Catan’s where 
the public can stop in at any 
of their craft stores and take 
part in their “Make Not Take” 
program where valentines and 
are made by the public and left 
at the store to be delivered later 
to local nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities. Pat 

Catan’s provided Aktion Club 
with one of their craft class-
rooms to use while making 
valentines, and supplied the 
needed valentine-making 
materials.

Aktion Club is a commu-
nity-service group for adult 
citizens who live with a disabil-
ity. The mission of Aktion Club 
is to provide adults living with 
disabilities an opportunity to 
develop initiative and leader-
ship skills, to serve their com-
munity, to be integrated into 
society and to demonstrate the 

dignity and value of citizens 
living with disabilities. 

Aktion Club members 
strive to return to their com-
munities the benefits, help 
and caring they have received, 
as well as develop important 
skills in the process.

The Westlake Aktion Club 
meets on the second Wednes-
day of every month at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Dover Room at Westlake 
Porter Public Library. Aktion 
Club is open to all Westside 
residents with any disability, 
18 years of age and older.  

wEstLAKE KIwANIs

Aktion Club makes valentines for seniors

Promote your 
SUMMER 
CAMPS & 

PROGRAMS 
in the OBSERVER

 Call Laura 
at 440-477-3556 

today for 
rates & details

620 Dover Center Rd. • 440-871-0899

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

JIM                      MARIE
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all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.
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by Dianne Borowski

A friend called Monday morning, 
Jan. 28, to suggest I watch “The 
Biggest Loser,” which was to air 

that night. Bay High School would have 
a short segment on the show. That was 
enough for me. Our high school was 
being given national television exposure. 

I would be watching.
This season, “The Biggest Loser” is 

focusing on childhood obesity. Accord-
ing to the Academy of Child and Ado-
lescent Psychology, between 16 and 33 
percent of American children are obese. 
Obesity is a major health problem 
which can lead to many other medical 
problems.

The rise in childhood obesity has 
caused people to take notice. Poor diet 
and a sedentary lifestyle are the main 
causes of obesity. Many parents are 
unaware that being overweight is a prob-
lem for their children. Getting the word 
out to parents  about the seriousness 
of childhood obesity is vital. Shows like 
“The Biggest Loser” and schools like Bay 
High can play an important part in edu-

cating the public about this sensitive and 
harmful condition. Awareness is the first 
step in eliminating childhood obesity.

Bay High School’s segment of the 
program called attention to nutrition 
and the importance of eating a healthy 
breakfast each morning. PTA mothers 
participated, along with the show’s chef, 
Devin Alexander. The segment was well 
done and informative.

It is my hope that local schools will 
become active participants in the fight 
against childhood obesity. Educating 
both children and parents about the 
causes and consequences of childhood 
obesity and good nutrition is a neces-
sity. Providing  for a healthy future for 
our children is so important, let’s begin 
today. 

best in state 
for family 

satisfaction

Television 
segment helped 
stress importance 
of healthy eating

oNE sENIoR’s opINIoN

by pam Bonnett

Our Bay Village PTAs – Early Child-
hood, Normandy, Westerly, 
middle school and high school 

– are committed to all that is best for our 
children, including encouragement of 
a healthy lifestyle. Yet when Bay High 
graduate Marissa Stein (’98), a producer 
on the NBC hit television show “The Big-
gest Loser,” called and asked to feature 
our members on her program, I had 
many questions about how we would 
be portrayed.

Marissa assured me that the cook-
ing segment would focus on prepar-
ing healthy meals for our families, so 
after receiving a thumbs up from local 
and state PTA Council officers and our 
Bay school administrators, I agreed. 
(It is not easy to turn down a Bay High 
graduate!)

We gathered in Mrs. Anita 
Bauknecht’s Family & Consumer Sci-
ences classroom at Bay High for what 
turned out to be a marathon cooking and 
taping event. However, hours of prepara-
tion paid off. Like PTA moms and dads 
everywhere, Bay Village was prepared 
with every last detail, including the pro-

vision of food processors, 
pots and pans, measuring 
cups and spoons, all kinds of 
utensils and more.

The Ohio PTA office pro-
vided us with PTA banners 
and tablecloths to use for the 
filming and also provided 
encouragement that this 
would be a great opportu-
nity for us.  We even had our 
aprons with the National PTA 
logo. The “Biggest Loser” 
crew provided the food, 
including its secret, healthy 
ingredients for the Piled 
High Breakfast Supreme 
Pizza that included low-fat turkey bacon 
and sausage.

Our PTA Council members, school 
staff and administrators pitched in to 
help; 16 cheerful volunteers arrived 
ready for the taping. The taping session 
lasted several hours, which included 
many multiple “takes” of various parts 
of the process until our producer felt 
they were perfect. Quite a few of us were 
interviewed. But in the end, only one-
and-a-half minutes were broadcast on 
the Monday, Jan. 28, program. You can 

view our appearance in the “Waist and 
Money” episode on the “Biggest Loser” 
website at nbc.com/the-biggest-loser. 
We are shown about 53 minutes into the 
two-hour program.

In spite of our moment in the spot-
light, I hope viewers will take away how 
committed all PTA members are to all of 
our children. Our members, every day and 
every year, provide countless volunteer 
hours and raise many thousands of dol-
lars to enrich our children’s education and 
promote health. Even our fundraisers, like 
this month’s Citrus Sale, stress wholesome, 

healthy choices for our families.
We are all proud to have represented 

Bay Village PTA on national television, 
and it was fun and very interesting for 
all of us to see a behind-the-scenes tele-
vision production. Many positive com-
ments were made, not only by those 
who participated, but from people who 
watched the show and thought we did 
great. Speaking for myself, I’m happy to 
let Hollywood move on without me as I 
get back to work behind-the-scenes with 
my fellow child advocates – our national, 
state and local PTA members. 

Bay PTA members shine 
in national TV program

The Bay Village “Biggest Loser” cast, from left, front row: Marilyn Smith, Diane Frye, 
Beth Lally, Andrea Sheppa; back: Aaron Ereditario, Susan Janke, Jason Martin, Melissa 
Mason, Anita Bauknecht, Pam Bonnett, Joy May, Kathy Winzig. Not pictured are Holly 
Colleran, Suzanne Hippler, Andrea Schwartz and Robin Lucak. 
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25517 Eaton Way 
(off Columbia Rd.) 

Bay Village • 440-250-9086

ALL FRIDAYS 
IN LENT

•	Fresh	Catch	of	the	Day	Special
•	Lake	Perch	Fish	Fry
•	Cod	Fish-n-Chips
•	Grilled	Salmon
•	Tilapia
•	Vegetable	Lasagna

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
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by Joyce sandy

After enjoying the January Thaw, it looks like winter 
is still with us for a little while  longer. But don’t 
despair because the library has plenty of pro-

grams to keep you busy and warm. Check out the new 
books and other materials displayed throughout the 
different departments – you’re sure to find something to 
take home. The Newbery and Caldecott award winners 
were announced this week; let us know if you’d like to 
request a copy of either. The Newbery winner is “The 
One and Only Ivan”  by Katherine Applegate and the 
Caldecott winner is “This is Not My Hat” by Jon Klassen.

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Wednesday, Feb. 6 (7 p.m.) aLa notaBLe 
Books List 2013 – Bill Kelly, Beachwood Branch 
Manager and member of ALA Notable Books Council, 
will explain how the process is completed and why 
these books were chosen. 

Thursday, Feb. 7 (7 p.m.) thursday eve-
ning Book discussion – Join us to discuss 
“Cleopatra: A Life” by Stacy Schiff.

Tuesday, Feb. 12 (7 p.m.) Look and FeeL 
your Best – When you wear colors that enhance 
your natural coloring you look younger and healthier. 
Join image consultant Dawn Waldrop as she shares 
how to discover your best colors.

Wednesday, Feb. 13 (1:30 p.m.) wednesday 
aFternoon Book discussion – Join us as 
we discuss a good book.

TEEN DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, Feb. 12 (3:30 p.m.)  round 
t.a.B.L.e. – For ages 11 and up. Join other 
teens and do what “Teens At Bay Library Enjoy” – 
whether it be completing projects that serve the 
community, helping the library or sometimes just 
hanging out and playing video games. Snacks will 
be provided, so a permission slip must be signed 
for each student.

Thursday, Feb. 21 (3:30 p.m.) roLL out the 
duct taPe! – For ages 11-18. Feeling creative? Join 
us as we roll out the duct tape for fun projects. Try one 
of ours or come up with one of your own – you’ll be 
stuck on whatever you create!

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

Tuesday, Feb. 5 (4 p.m.) we can aLL Be Brave 
and kind – For grades 2-5. Through participatory 
folktales from diverse cultures, song, role playing and 
reflection, Susan Weber invites children to empathize 
with story characters and consider effective respons-
es when confronted with unkind words and actions. 
During the workshop, kids can explore positive behav-
iors in a safe, supportive environment.

Thursday, Feb. 7 (7 p.m.) FaMiLies reading 
together – For families with readers ages 8-12. Dis-
cuss a good book, try a related activity and enjoy a treat.

Saturday, Feb. 9 (10:30 a.m.) sensory sto-
rytiMe – Children with special needs or challenges 
are invited to this storytime which incorporates a 
schedule board, double visuals and sensory oppor-
tunities as well as a half-hour socialization time fol-
lowing the program.

Saturday, Feb. 9 (11 a.m.) aniMation sta-
tion: aniMated greeting card cre-
ation – For ages 5 and up. Learn how to make an 
animated greeting card using the computer program 
Fluxtime. You decide on the message you want to 
share, choose a background and characters, and even 
make them move! Parents must sign a release form 

before the program, and an email address is necessary 
to forward or save the completed projects.

Tuesday, Feb. 12 (4 p.m.) Book JeoPardy 
– For grades 2-3. Have a blast reading a book and 
playing a related game. We’ll be reading “Titanic: Lost 
and Found.”

Saturday, Feb. 16 (11 a.m.) Movin and gro-
ovin – For ages birth-5 and a caregiver. Enjoy a story 
then put on your dancing shoes for some fun movin’ 
and groovin’ to the music!

Monday, Feb. 18 (11 a.m.) snack sMart – 
For ages 5 and up. A representative from Earth Fare 
grocery store will share fun ways to eat healthy. Learn 
how to make snacks at different stations. A parent 
must sign a release form before the program.

Thursday, Feb. 14 (during library hours) 
vaLentine artists For a day – Celebrate 
all day with us! Activities include a drop-in craft for 
young children, a Valentine scavenger hunt and a 
chance to make your own cards and stencils with a 
letter press. Registration is required for the letterpress 
program with Liz Maugans from 4-5 p.m.

Please join us for these programs by calling 440-871-
6392, or going online to cuyahogalibrary.org. We’re 
looking forward to seeing you! 

CuYAhoGA CouNtY puBLIC LIBRARY BAY VILLAGE BRANCh 

Upcoming programs at the Bay Village Branch Library

by Denise Ayres

This year the Compeer Program 
at Far West Center is celebrat-
ing Valentine’s Day by holding a 

Friendship Lunch and Games Day. Our 
members and volunteers are welcome 
to attend and have lunch together and 
participate in a choice of games. No 
one is expected to bring Valentine’s 
cards, flowers or candy.

Our Valentine’s Day gift exchange 
will be special and one which will ben-
efit both mental and physical health. 
All that is asked is to bring along a sense 
of humor! We will be sharing conversa-
tion that will result in laughter. 

Laughter is our very special gift to 
each other and one which we suggest 

for everyone. 
“Laughter is the best medicine” is 

a commonly used saying. But did you 
know that laughter can physically warm 
your heart? When a person laughs it 
improves the function of blood vessels 
which in turn improves blood flow to 
the heart. If the gift of laughter is given 
as often as the gift of candy it could help 
protect the heart of someone you hold 
dear by helping prevent heart disease.

When someone is laughing he or 
she is changing the focus of think-
ing from daily stressors to cheerful 
thoughts. Laughter actually decreases 
the release of harmful hormones that 
are triggered by stress. In this way 
laughter on a regular basis can help 
improve one’s immune system over 
time. Receiving flowers can provide 
days of beauty but laughter could help 
prevent sneezing and the flu. 

What is Valentine’s Day without 
some chocolate? Chocolate is an excel-
lent gift and releases those “feel good” 
endorphins in your brain. Laughing also 
releases those wonderful endorphins! 

Paul E. McGhee, a pioneering 
humor and laughter researcher, stated: 
“Your sense of humor is one of the most 

powerful tools you have to make cer-
tain that your daily mood and emo-
tional state support good health.” May 
we remind you that laughter has no 
calories?

A more familiar name, comedian 
Milton Berle, said: “Laughter is an 
instant vacation.” Laughing does pro-
vide relaxation to our muscles much 
like a taking vacation can. So in a sense 
you can give someone a mini vacation 
by being funny and avoid the stress of 
trying to find less expensive air fare. 

If you are interested in giving a 
gift that you can wrap up for someone 
consider buying tickets to see a comedy 
at Clague Playhouse in Westlake or 
Huntington Playhouse in Bay Village. 
Another way is to give a humorous gift 
is to find comedy recordings, movie 
DVDs, or books at local stores. Low 
on cash? You can borrow and share 
comedies from Westlake Porter Public 
Library or Bay Village Library. 

There are many websites that can 
provide you with information on the 
health benefits of laughter. On YouTube 
you can find a variety of funny videos to 
share with the people you care about. 
Also there are websites that offer good 

jokes to help you be a “funny Valentine.”
If you would like to have fun with 

the Compeer Program at Far West Center 
please call 440-835-6212, ext. 242. 

hEALth + wELLNEss

Be a ‘funny 
valentine’ 
to promote 
health

by sue Grame

Are you planning on taking the ACT test soon? 
Recently Jill Szeltner from College Now: Greater 
Cleveland shared some great tips with high 

school students at the Bay Village Branch Library for 
preparing for the ACT College Test.  It is important to 
do your best because most four-year schools require 
an entrance exam and having the appropriate score will 
ensure you are put into classes for college credit rather 
than “catch-up” classes. Also, doing well on the ACT test 
opens the door to more free scholarship money.

Some basic strategies for success that Ms. Szeltner 
suggested:
•	 Answer every question. Do the easy questions first, 

and then go back for the more difficult ones. Pace 
yourself so you get through them all.

•	 Read the answer choices carefully; sometimes one 
misread word can change the meaning of a sentence.

•	 Use your test booklet. You can write in it, underline 
and cross items out.

•	 Make use of the process of elimination. If you don’t 
know the right answer, eliminate the wrong ones and 
then take your best guess.

ACT test prep materials are available through the 
library and websites such as www.actstudent.org, www.
number2.com and Learning Express, which is available 
through our library’s website. Go to www.cuyahogali-
brary.org, the Find Engine, and look for Learning Express 
Library under the A-Z List of Electronic Resources.

Know the format of the test you are taking, create 
a strategy and practice. Best of luck from the staff of the 
Bay Village Branch Library! 

Tips for the ACT

Little Things
by Dave scullin

The scent of an orange

Awakening songs of morning birds

dew sparkling in the dawn sun

A baby’s skin so smooth and soft

A hovering hummingbird

A faithful pal dog

The gentle tinkle of wind chimes

A butterfly of vibrant colors

Favorite worn blue jeans

The smile of a friend

Coffee in a favorite cup

A word of encouragement

Laughter

The squeeze from a lover’s hand

poEtRY



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                          5 FEBRUARY 2013 •  WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER 11

JOB NUMBER & PUBLICATION

5.3_GeneratorPros_c1
PUBLICATION

Westlake | Bay Village 
Observer
INSERTION DATE

FEB. 5, 2013
CLIENT: 

Shepp Electric
Trim Size: 9.5” x 3.5”
Color:

 4 Color  BW
 2 Color  Other

Image:
 Hi Res  Lo Res

DELIVERED PROOF:
 Laser Proof
 JPEG
 PDF  
 Comprehensive
 Native Files

Notes:
__________________
Apprvd:______________
Date:______________
Prepared by:
                wendell design communications
               451 queenswood drive
                bay village | ohio 44140
                440.409.0119

Ad artwork ©2012 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all 
rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or 
alteration prohibited.

PREPARE and PROTECT Your Home Or Business

GeneratorPros
A DIVISION OF SHEPP ELECTRIC CO., INC.

1.877. 423.9010
www.GeneratorPros.com

WHAT IS YOUR BACKUP PLAN?

 Area’s Leading Generac “Elite” Dealer and Warranty Installer! Over 1,400 Systems Installed!

For 24/7 protection from power 
outages, trust the #1 selling 
automatic standby generator 
and the area’s 31 installer.
Sales, parts and service.

AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

PROTECT THE THINGS THAT MATTER MOST

by Nancy Brown

Bay Village was very blessed to have no loss of 
life during superstorm Sandy. However, another 
disaster could strike tomorrow without warning. 

Are you and your pets prepared?
Other forms of disaster include mudslides, bliz-

zards, broken gas main, building collapse, chemical 
spill, earthquake, explosion, fire, flood fuel leaks/spills, 
hurricanes, lightning strikes, tornado, long-term power 
and water loss, terrorism and more.

Pets, like children and others, do fall into the 
vulnerable class as they depend on us for their safety. 
Bay Village has had many warnings to prepare, edu-
cate and communicate. Are you ready? Clearly com-
munication failed during Sandy.

Presently a group of very talented and dedicated 
residents are working to ensure communications at 
the grass roots level are going to be a priority. However 
and tragically, pets could be impacted with nowhere for 
them to go. Bay’s current facility is dated and only holds 
two dogs and no longer accommodates felines. Felines 

are left to fend for themselves on the streets of Bay Vil-
lage. This structure, known as the kennel, is monitored 
by the police; if a disaster were to occur, pets might fall 
to the bottom of the pecking order as human life and 
safety would be the priority.

Some pet-saving suggestions:
•	 Keep a current photo of pets with your emergency 

supplies in the event the pet is lost or you are sepa-
rated.

•	 Keep pets crated or on a leash to limit exposure to 
dangers. Have backup pet supplies and medica-

tions for your pets as you would for your other family 
members

•	 Keep all pets current on vaccines, have all medical 
records and licenses as you will need them to board 
them or possibly leave the state. Some states now 
mandate traveling pets even in vehicles have paper-
work.

•	 Dogs with electronic collars should have some form 
of visible and current identification attached to the 
collars.

Get additional pet emergency information and 
disaster planning assistance from your animal hospital 

or professional pet care providers; Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), www.fema.gov, key-
word: pets; RedRover Responders (formerly EARS), 

www.uan.org, keyword: disaster plan; Pet Sitters 
International, www.petsit.com, resource library, 

keyword: disaster plan.
Attend, observe and contribute at the next 

Emergency Communication Task Force Meet-
ing, Feb. 11, 6 p.m., at Bay Village City Hall. 

The task force meets every two weeks. 

pEt CARE

Plan ahead to protect pets in event of disaster

by Rachel polaniec

Cats are simple creatures, easily 
amused, and not to be taken 
seriously. When it comes to 

entertaining them, well-intentioned 
cat owners often get distracted by the 
brightly-colored, jingly toys available in 
the pet store. A little secret: Those toys 
are not made to entertain your cat. They 
are made to entertain you.

Look at them: neon colors, cute 
designs and pleasantly tinkling bell 
attachments. Real prey animals consist 
of dull colors, beady eyes and spine-
chilling squeaks and scratches. No one 
wants to bring that into their home, and 
they certainly don’t want their cat to do 
so. Fortunately, odds are you already 
have some delightful cat toy-ready 
objects lying about your house. Here 
are five of my own finding, but you are 
limited only by your own imagination.

1. Peanuts. No, don’t give them to 
your cat. Rather, place them outside, 
preferably near a window where your cat 
can see the squirrels they attract. My own 
cat, Dash, loves watching the squirrels 
that pop up next to the window in search 
of peanuts. We call it “cat TV” because 

he is just fixated on them. I use unsalted 
shelled peanuts, though you can use pea-
nuts still in the shell, just be aware that 
those make a mess.

2. Remote control car. This 

doesn’t have to be any-
thing fancy. In fact, the 
cheaper and smaller, the 
better; ours is a $7 car 
from Wal-Mart. I drive 
it up and down the hall-
way and Dash chases it, I 
drive it in circles and he 
spins around, and I drive 
it from under one sofa to 
under the other, and he 
absolutely loses it. All the 
fun of chasing a rodent 
under the sofa without 

there being an actual rodent 
under the sofa.

3. Blanket. Not the blanket 
itself, it’s what’s UNDER the blanket 
that matters. For instance, when I’m 
reading in bed, Dash usually jumps 
up to join me. And if he’s feeling 
playful, every time I move my foot 
he pounces on it. So I like to wiggle 
my foot until he notices it, then 

move it right as he tries to jump on 
it. Then I wiggle my other foot, and so 

on and so forth. Cats love the unknown 
(curiosity killed the cat, so they say), so 
hiding something moving under a blan-
ket entertains them to no end. A word of 

caution: if you decide to use your foot 
or hand, be aware that cats do bite the 
things they play with, so use a thick blan-
ket and wear socks.

4. Paper bags/cardboard boxes. Cats 
are both hiders and seekers, and paper 
bags and cardboard boxes indulge both. 
Place a paper bag (no plastic, it’s a suf-
focation hazard) upright and watch your 
cat jump in, place it on its side and watch 
it creep in on its belly. Put a cardboard 
box on the floor, cut a hole in the side, 
and you have a kitty hidey-hole. Have 
two cats? Watch one hide, then pop out 
and scare the other. 

5. Cloth measuring tape. This is my 
personal favorite. Found in all sewing 
kits, it works like a ribbon but is much 
more durable, as it doesn’t fray or trap 
claws. I like dragging it along the floor, 
then flipping it into the air and watch-
ing Dash jump to catch it; sometimes 
I’ll flip it from one sofa to the other and 
he’ll jump back and forth. It’s great exer-
cise for him, and keeps him happy and 
healthy.

So go ahead and look around your 
own home. Cat toys don’t have to be 
expensive, they just have to work. The 
point of all toys is this: To keep your cat 
happy and healthy. (Although the whole 
“keeping actual rodents out of the house” 
makes for an excellent perk.) 

Five cheap cat toys you (probably) have in your home

Dash watches “cat TV.”

A sampling of cat toys found around the house.
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Gift Certificates Available (a gift she’ll love!)

New Client Specials through March 2013:
$60 Facials for $45

1/2 Price Haircuts - $10
Eyebrow Threading/Waxing - $4

Visit our private, relaxing location at     
4859 Dover Center Rd., Suite 3, N. Olmsted

(just 5 minutes from Crocker Park)

Call today - 440-744-4859 
www.kayaelements.com

Skin Care • Facials • Eyebrow Threading
Hair Removal/Waxing • Haircuts & Nails

Elements
Day Spa & Salon

PLEASE PROOFREAD
Ad artwork ©2013 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

The perfect way to say I love you!

ti amo
Call today to reserve your spot 
for our special 2013 Journeys!

440.895.0011
www.ItalianToursByDiana.com

Travelitalian tours & travel by diana
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Monica Besida, former stylist of Westlake salon 
is now working in Avon! She moved to Great Clips 
located in Avon French Creek Square. Love you all!
         Roses are red, violets are blue.
                       Come get your haircut, I miss you!
36050 Detroit Road * 440-934-7734

Monica Besida, former stylist of Westlake salon 
is now working in Avon! She moved to Great Clips 
located in Avon French Creek Square. Love you all!
         Roses are red, violets are blue.
                       Come get your haircut, I miss you!
36050 Detroit Road * 440-934-7734

Arrabiata’s
Italian Restaurant

(440)835-9100  • 600 Dover Center Rd. 

$5 MARTINIS - Happy Hour: M-F 4-7; Sun 4-8  

$11 EARLY BIRD SPECIALS: MON-FRI, 4-6 

Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Book Your 
Valentine 
Reservations

Party room available,
seats up to 40 people

Thursday, February 14

’
Ballroom ~ Latin ~ Wedding ~ Swing

by Emily Mano

Those that braved the cold on 
Jan. 22 at Westlake Porter 
Public Library were treated to 

a performance of Broadway propor-
tions from a senior music theatre 
major of Baldwin Wallace University, 
Boe Wank. Westlake-Westshore Arts 
Council had the privilege to present 
this well-spoken and gifted man in 
music theatre as part of its “Catch a 
Rising Star” series. 

Boe performed eleven songs 
from his self-produced senior recital, 
“Subject to Change,” and portrayed 
each piece with great authenticity of 

emotion and character: From classics 
such as “A House is Not a Home,” writ-
ten by Burt Bacharach and Hal David, 
to the contemporary “I Want to Fly” 
from “Flight of the Lawnchair Man,” 
composed by Robert Lindsey-Nassif. 

Boe has the ability to captivate his 
audience with his humble demeanor, 
unabashed confidence and joyous 
disposition. His presence is not unlike 
his self-proclaimed “go to” song “It’s 
a Lovely Day Today” from “Call Me 
Madam,” composed by Irving Berlin, 
which, not so coincidentally, he sang 
for us all. We discover from this pro-
gram that Boe has much gratitude 
for his family, particularly his par-

ents. Boe shared that his mother and 
father as educators helped shape and 
develop who he is today and thanked 
all educators for their powerful and 
important role.

If you missed this wonderful 
occasion, look out for Boe Wank in 
future stage productions out east. Boe 
will be off to New York City this May to 
embark on his next adventure and will 
surely take hold of more wonderful 
opportunities to showcase his talent. 
Be sure to catch this rising star! 

Westlake-Westshore Arts Council’s ‘Catch a Rising Star’  in review

by Jan Litterst

Centered Wellness of Unity Spiri-
tual Center has many affiliates 
that can make 2013 a healthier 

year in many areas of your life: yoga, 
dance, healing sessions with reiki, mas-
sage and many other programs.

All of these programs have a com-
monality: they give you an opportunity 
to have a better physical outlook and, 
in turn, improve your mental outlook. 
Some programs at Centered Wellness 
approach wellness through emotions 
and feelings. One of the programs that 
can really help both the physical and 
mental is “Less Weight, More Wealth” 
as it examines the factors of weight 
issues as well as the factors for wealth 
issues; and they can be the same! This 
three-week program, Mondays from 
7-9 p.m. starting Monday, Feb. 11, gives 
you a step-by-step approach to help 
you understand and act upon solutions 
for both your weight and your wealth. 
Each week is $15 and registration is 
encouraged.

At the beginning of a new year, 
especially before tax time and after the 
holiday gift-giving season, many folks 
find themselves asking the question of 
how to cover their needs, much less their 
wants or even a dream or two. There is 
hope with the “Empower” program 
which does not talk about budgets but 
does talk about a practical spending 
plan – yes, really, “spending.” Sound 
good? This program will be Saturday, 
Feb. 9, from 10 a.m. to noon. The cost 
is $30 and registration is encouraged.

And on Saturday, Feb. 16, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., give yourself a true gift 
of a day just for you including breakfast 
bagels, box lunches, and a new book to 
take you from a place of anxiety with 
money through a peaceful process, 
which can be repeated as often as 
needed through what you will learn 
with “Excel with Money, Maslow and a 
Little Bit of Metaphysics.” Begin your 
move from money anxiety to a happy 
relationship with money. Everything for 
the day, including the book, is included 
in the $150 fee.

To register for these programs or 
for information on other Centered Well-
ness programs, visit centeredwellness.
org. Unity Spiritual Center is located at 
23855 Detroit Rd. in Westlake.

Find peace through 
practical spending

RIGHT: Boe Wank, of Findlay, Ohio, 
performed musical theatre numbers 
at Porter Library on Jan. 22.
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BAYarts

by Eileen stockdale

Westlake resident Sue Peplin 
and her mother, Doris 
Minich, have been mem-

bers of the Bayarts community for 
years, both as students, consignment 
artists and exhibitors.

Sue attends ongoing advanced 
ceramic classes and will also be 
in the annual May Group Ceramic 
Show. Doris continues to master her 
watercolor craft in BAYarts classes and 
workshops.

Every February, BAYarts features 
one or more emerging artists, and this 
mother and daughter duo will show 
their work together for the first time 
beginning Friday, Feb., 8, 7-9 p.m. 
in the Sullivan Family Gallery in the 
Fuller House and will run through 
March 2. Gallery hours are Monday 
through Saturday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. or by 
appointment. 

The Rev. Rita Nakashima Brock

2230 Euclid Avenue • Cleveland, OH 44115 • 216.771.3630 • www.trinitycleveland.org

Free parking at prospect and east 22nd st.

connect with us:

The Rev. Rita Nakashima Brock  
(co-author of Saving Paradise:  
How Christianity Traded Love of This 
World for Crucifixion and Empire) 
will offer a new lens on the history of 
Christianity, from its first centuries 
to the present day, asking how its 
early vision of beauty evolved into a 
vision of torture, and what changes 
in society and theology marked that 
evolution. Learn new ways of reading 
the Bible and explore how Christian 
spirituality can be developed for life in 
the twenty-first century.

register: contact adrienne clements  
(aclements@dohio.org or 216-774-0418)

Saturday, Feb. 23
Trinity Cathedral
9 a.m-4 p.m.  |  $35, includes lunch

Saving Paradise

Sue Peplin and her mother, Doris 
Minich, will be featured in a joint 
mother-daughter exhibit at BAYarts.

by pixie Emerson

On Saturday, Feb. 9, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., the grand opening 
of the BAYarts shop will be a 

reason to celebrate. Beginning in Janu-
ary, BAYarts’ shop, office and gallery in 
the historic Huntington House on the 
BAYarts campus, underwent a trans-
formation.

Under the direction of contractor 
Mark “Lapper” Lapczenski, staff and 
volunteers from Bay Men’s Club and 
local businesses worked around the 
clock to have the shop open for busi-
ness by the time winter classes began 
in late January. Besides fresh paint and 
upgraded lighting, the original floors 
were stripped to reveal gorgeous wood 
in great condition.

“We really needed this facelift,” 
said Karen Petkovic, shop manager. 
“The quality of artists we are repre-
senting deserve to have their work pre-
sented in the best way possible. With 

these upgrades, we are raising the bar 
on the quality of work and the artists 
we hope to continue to represent.”  

The renovation was made pos-
sible in part by a gift from Joe and Deb 
Conway, in memory of Joe’s mother, 
Marge, who loved to shop for her 
nine children, 30 grandchildren and 
(so far) 15 great-grandkids. Deb is a 
jewelry designer and owner of Deco 
Studios, a design firm. Her jewelry will 
be featured in the shop beginning this 
spring.

The grand opening will showcase 
artist Mary Breiner’s colorful photog-
raphy, paintings by Mary Ann Sedivy 
and jewelry by Freckle Face. Expect 
a fun day of music, food and door 
prizes including gift certificates for 
the shop. For information on con-
signing; contact karen@bayarts.net. 
Only handmade, original work will be 
considered. 

Shop and office hours are Monday 
through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Renovated BAYarts shop 
open for business

by Jennifer schlosser

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture invites 
residents of Cuyahoga County 
to help decide which two 

large-scale arts or culture projects will 
receive up to $150,000 each through its 
new Creative Culture Grants program. 

Voters can select their top three 
choices from among the six finalists, 
listed on the CAC website at cac-
grants.org/creative-culture-grants-
finalists.php.

“We launched this program to 
both bring new, creative projects to 
our community and to let our commu-
nity have a say in which projects would 
receive public funds,” said Karen Gahl-
Mills, Cuyahoga Arts & Culture’s execu-
tive director. “The six finalist projects 
embody the great creativity of our 
region’s arts and culture organiza-
tions and artists, and we encourage 
all county residents to get involved in 

the public vote.”
Residents in Cuyahoga County 

may vote from Feb. 1-20, in two ways: 
•	 Online at www.cacgrants.org/vote 

until Feb. 20 at 11:59 p.m. 
•	 By mail until Feb. 15 at 4:30 p.m. Paper 

ballots are available for download at 
www.cacgrants.org/creative-culture-
grants.php, or by calling 216-515-
8303. Paper ballots must be delivered 
in person or by U.S. mail to Cuyahoga 
Arts & Culture’s offices (1501 Euclid 
Avenue, Suite 407, Cleveland, Ohio, 
44115) by Feb. 15 at 4:30 p.m.

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture’s Board 
of Trustees is expected to approve 
and announce the winning projects 
during its regular meeting on Feb. 
25, and the projects will take place 
between March 2013 and August 2014. 
For more details about the grant pro-
gram, and to view the complete pro-
gram rules, visit www.cacgrants.org/
creative-culture-grants.php. 

Cuyahoga County residents invited to 
vote for six big ideas in our community

by susan Ballard

Children ages five years and up 
can celebrate Presidents Day 
with Patricia O’Donnell from 

the local Earth Fare grocery store in 
Fairview Park. She will share fun ways 
to eat healthy by learning how to make 
simple snacks at different stations such 
as trail mix, fruit kebobs and celery with 
hummus.

Earth Fare is one of the largest 
natural food retailers in the nation, with 

a mission to make healthy eating con-
venient, affordable, fun and – of course 
– delicious!  They are taking their eating 
healthy philosophy out into the com-
munity by offering programs to local 
schools and libraries.

Mark the date, Monday, Feb. 18, 
from 11 a.m. to noon. Registration is 
required and a parent/guardian must 
sign a release form before the program 
which can be picked up at the children’s 
desk. This program is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Bay Village Library. 

Kids learn how to snack 
healthy at Bay Library

mother and 
daughter exhibit 
at BAYarts

Inspiration from the sea is the theme of 
an exhibition featuring watercolors and 
ceramics by artists Doris Minnich and 
Sue Peplin at the BAYarts Fuller House 
starting Feb. 8.
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★★NOW YOU CAN★★
RENT-A-HUSBAND

Painting
Handy Man Services
Wallpaper Removal

And all of those jobs and repairs that you
never had the time or talent to do yourself!

Building Code Violation Corrections

Call Rich Toth at
440-777-8353

Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies 
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices

23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400  
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

by Audrey Ray

Have you been wondering if I 
survived the over 24-hour trip to 
South Africa? Luckily I did, but I 

don’t want to go on another plane ride for 
a long, long time! We have been in South 
Africa for only two weeks, but my family 
and I have already visited several places 
such as the ocean, restaurants, cafes and 
shops in Stellenbosch. The most interest-
ing place that we have visited so far was 
a sanctuary for lions called Drakenstein 
Lion Park. The lions that live at the Drak-
enstein Lion Park are special because 
they were rescued from being abused or 
neglected in different parts of the world.

As we walked through the park, 
there were signs hanging on the enclo-
sure telling us which lion or lions were 
in each enclosure, and how they were 
mistreated. One of the stories that stood 
out to me was Dodo’s story. Dodo spent 
his first eight years of life underground 
in a concrete pit with bars. During this 
time, he never saw anything like trees or 
grass. He only saw the concrete and bars. 
One winter, snow filled his cage, and the 
temperatures dropped to -20 C (-4 F)! 

Another story that was extremely 
sad was Ares’s. Ares was traveling with a 
French circus that didn’t take care of him. 
He was so mistreated that when he was 
rescued he had a terrible eye infection 
and was severely malnourished. It took 

the rescuers 10 months to get him well 
enough before he could travel to South 
Africa and to the lion park. 

I didn’t get to see those two lions, 
but I saw others. Suzanna was rescued 
from a Romanian zoo. She’s the one in 
the picture.

Most of the lions were rescued 
from something called canned hunting. 
Canned hunting is like canned food. 
Canned food is already prepared food 
to be eaten. Animals that are involved in 
canned hunting are prepared either at 
birth or captured to be hunted by people 
in an enclosed space. They have no way 
of escaping their hunters.

After my park visit, I felt extremely 
angry at the people who mistreated the 
lions so terribly! I can’t believe some-
one could do that and not care. I’m also 
shocked that canned hunting is legal in 
different parts of the world. 

I started thinking about what I could 

do and people like me 
that are appalled by 
practices like canned 
hunting and animal 
abuse. I found infor-
mation online about 
an organization called 
Friends of the Lions 
and making a dona-
tion to the Drakenstein 
Lion Park. To become 
a friend, you can visit 
their website www.
l ionrescue.org.za. 
Lions can also be adopted to help the 
park with their care like food and veteri-
narian services. You can actually pick the 
lion you want to adopt and the park will 
put your name on their enclosure. 

If you can’t make a donation or 
donate to other causes you can still help 
if you want to help. You can help by not 
buying tickets to circuses and zoos if you 
suspect the animals are not being treated 
fairly and encourage your friends to do the 
same. You can become a member at local 
zoos that do care very much for their ani-

mals like the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. 
I am happy that there are so many 

good people that care and rescue mis-
treated animals from horrible situa-
tions. One thing I would like to change 
is I would like to make legalized canned 
hunting illegal! I know I’m only in fifth 
grade so I don’t know what I’m going to 
do with my life yet, but helping animals 
is definitely an option for me! 

Audrey Ray is a fifth-grader at Bay 
Middle School, currently living abroad 
in South Africa.

First weeks in South Africa

Drakenstein Lion Park in South Africa is a sanctuary 
for lions like Suzanna, above, who was rescued 
from a Romanian zoo.

by tara wendell

If you’re a Bay Village resident and have 
a generally positive view of your quality 
of life in the city, you’re not alone. While 

this may not come as a surprise to most, a 
recent survey by Mayor Debbie Sutherland 
fortified that claim with statistics.

Sent out to nearly 1,000 subscribers 
of the mayor’s email newsletter last Sep-
tember, the brief survey posed questions 
about the city’s government, services 
and amenities to gauge resident satisfac-
tion and identify areas needing improve-
ment. While the number of respondents 
represented a healthy portion of survey 
recipients (roughly 30 percent), it should 
be noted that it is a small sample of the 
city as a whole (less than 2 percent). Mayor 
Sutherland explained during the Jan. 28 city 
council meeting that it wasn’t intended to 
be a scientific survey, but she felt confident 
that the “themes” elicited from the respon-
dents were for the most part representative 
of the populace.

When asked about the responsiveness 
of city government to resident requests, the 
majority of the survey-takers, 87 percent, 
said the city responds moderately, very or 
extremely quickly; 13 percent were more 
negative: slightly or not at all quickly. As to 
how effective city government is at solving 
problems, nearly 84 percent of respon-
dents felt the city was moderately, very or 
extremely effective.

On the question of personal satis-
faction with living in Bay Village, a strong 
majority of nearly 92 percent answered 
positively, with 59 percent selecting the top 
choice, “extremely satisfied.”

The section of the survey that likely 
offered the most insight contained open-
ended questions that asked what the 
respondent liked most and least about 
Bay Village, and what they would improve. 
The natural beauty of the city, including 
the lake and parks, combined for the most-
commonly cited quality, followed by the 
feeling of community and the schools. 
Areas of frustration seemed to focus on rec-

reation, general government 
performance, shortage of res-
taurants/bars and taxes. Safety 
was among the top items men-
tioned, showing up in both the 
positive and negative columns 
in roughly equal numbers.

While Mayor Suther-
land stated that the average 
residency of respondents was 
20 years, she did note that a 
number of the negative com-
ments in the open-ended 
questions seemed to come 
from those who are relatively 
new to the city. Sutherland 
pointed to complaints about 
taxes, city services and Cahoon 
Park and the swimming pool 
being closed on Sundays as 
indicators that the city needs 
to do a better job of educating 
new residents about the tax 
code, regionally shared services and provi-
sions of the Cahoon Will.

The mayor and city council agreed 
that the survey offered insight into the 
general perspective of Bay residents and 
that further examination into specific ways 
the city can improve would be worthwhile.

To see slides from Mayor Sutherland’s 
survey presentation, click on Resident Sat-
isfaction Survey in the Bay Village News 
section of the city’s website, www.cityof-
bayvillage.com. To sign up for the mayor’s 
email newsletter, visit www.cityofbayvil-
lage.com/email-signup. 

Mayor’s survey of Bay residents 
finds most happy with city

Mayor Sutherland presents the results of the 
satisfaction survey to city council on Jan. 28.

Once again, Cuyahoga Commu-
nity College will offer a free per-
sonal income tax filing service 

for those who meet eligibility require-
ments with an earned 2012 income of 
less than $60,000.

Walk-in assistance on a first-come, 
first-served basis is available at Tri-C’s 
Corporate College West, 25425 Center 

Ridge Rd., Westlake, on Thursday from 
Feb. 7 to April 4, 4:30-7:30 p.m. in Room 
214. The services will also be offered at 
three other Tri-C campuses: Metropoli-
tan in Cleveland, Western in Parma, and 
Eastern in Highland Hills.

Returns will be prepared and filed by 
IRS-certified tax preparers and complet-
ed while the taxpayer waits. All returns 

will be screened for eligibility for the 
Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child 
Tax Credit. 

To qualify, taxpayers must have a 
2012 earned income of less than $60,000 
and must be filing a simple return. Ser-
vices may be available at some locations 
for Schedule D, 1099-C, 1099-A, and 982 
as well as self-employed individuals 
whose business is a sole proprietorship 
or qualified joint venture or who are 
statutory employees of a business with 

less than $5,000 in business expenses, no 
employees and no inventory.

 Taxpayers need to bring a current 
photo I.D., Social Security cards for each 
adult and child on the return, prior year 
tax returns, W2 and 1099 income state-
ments, child care expense statement and 
provider’s Tax I.D. number, form 1099-INT 
for any checking or savings accounts as 
well as bank account and routing numbers 
for direct deposit of refund. Those filing 
jointly must both be present if e-filing. 

Free tax preparation at Corporate College West
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Tribial Pursuit
spoRtING VIEws

by Jeff Bing

Now that football is over – at least until 
training camp opens in just over five 
months – and professional basket-

ball never really got off the ground, it’s time 
to turn our attention to the good old Tribe, 
who begin spring training in just a couple 
of weeks.

Those of you who read this column – and 
I’d like to thank all three of you; you’re won-
derful relatives, really – will recall that my last 
effort focused on memories from a Browns 
AFC Championship game. By request, I’ve 
been asked to write a similar piece about the 
Indians. (Truth be told, I’ve been requested by 
readers on occasion to do a variety of things; 
unfortunately, most of those requests are 
pleas for me NOT to write).

I gave it some thought – minimal, as 
usual – and soon realized that I hadn’t really 
witnessed any awesome Tribe moments live 
and in person. But what I can tell you about, 
friends, are some of the events I could have 
been at, but for reasons only a shrink could 
explain, oddly chose not to attend. Of course, 
when you consider that I didn’t realize before-
hand that these would be memorable events, 
the shame and guilt isn’t quite as bad, but the 
truth is, it still hurts.

So, without further ado, let’s sneak a 
chronological peak at my sordidly snafu’d 
past:

Still Kickin’ Myself Item No. 1: June 10, 
1966. My brother and a bunch of his friends 
were going to the Indians game that night with 
a Westlake teacher, whose name I don’t recall. 
Someone bailed, and I was offered the ticket 
to join them. I declined, as I think maybe “Get 
Smart” was on that night. Besides, I was a 

strapping thirteen-year-old who would have 
been stuck with a bunch of kids three years 
younger than me. Man, I had a reputation to 
think about. Of course, my reputation took a 
bit of a hit when people found out I’d turned 
down a chance to witness Sonny Siebert 
no-hit Frank Howard and the Washington 
Senators, 2-0. 

Still Kickin’ Myself Item No. 2: June 4, 
1974: My pals and I seriously considered 
attending a promotion the Indians (in their 
infinite wisdom) had dreamt up. We had all 
turned 21 that year so we figured Ten Cent 
Beer Night would be right up our alley. But 
when you think about it, at that age – for us 
– virtually EVERY night was beer night, so 
we figured, “What’s the big deal?” Missed out 
on a riot and a rare modern-day forfeit (and 
probably some serious jail time). 

Still Kickin’ Myself Item No. 3: July 19, 
1974: As Yogi Berra might have said, “It’s déjà 
vu all over again.” A buddy of mine and I had 
tickets to watch the Oakland A’s (eventual 
World Series winners that year) battle the 
Tribe down at the Stadium. Realizing how 
expensive and watered-down the brewskies 
would be once we got inside, we opted to hit a 
nearby bar for “one or two” before heading in. 
The bar stools must have been really comfy, 
because we were content to listen to it on the 
radio (no local TV that night) and cheer on the 
Tribe at the bar. Dick Bosman no-hit Reggie 
Jackson, Joe Rudi, and the rest of the A’s, 4-0.

I know it sounds incredible – that one 
person could have witnessed not one, but 
TWO no-hitters – and opted out on both. I 
wish I could say I made this up but, trust me, 
I don’t just sit around making up stories.

I usually have to get up and walk a while 
in order to do that. 

Jeff welcomes all feedback and suggestions, 
pro or con, which may be sent to editor@wbvob-
server.com.

by Michael perry

The two top-ranked col-
lege football teams recently 
played for the national cham-

pionship and the Ravens just beat 
the 49ers in Super Bowl XLVII. 

All of these teams have at least 
one thing in common: a game plan 
put together by the coaching staff 
that they feel gives them the best 
chance to win.

When a team loses a game, it 
is not so much that the coaches’ 
plan was flawed as it is the failure 
to execute respective assignments 
by the players or the overall strat-
egy by the coaches. As fans, we often 
hope that our team, if on the losing 
end of things, discusses adjust-
ments during the half-time break, 
and that such modifications to their 
game plan/strategy will produce a 
momentum change and ultimately 
a victory.

Think of your own job search. 
•	 Do you have a plan/strategy, 

which you are following?
•	 How are you measuring your 

degree of success: Number of 
interviews? Number of job offers? 
Number of people you’ve added 
to your network/LinkedIn? 
Number of months it has taken 
you to get some serious “trac-
tion” regarding your job search 
activities/efforts?

•	 How do you make adjustments to 
the Plan at “half-time”?

•	 Who is assisting you with your job 
search? Have you put together a 
team of high-quality talent?

People pretty much develop a 
plan for just about everything they 
do, including buying a house or 
car, Christmas shopping, going on 
vacation or going out to dinner with 
friends.

That being said, I continue to 
find that the majority of job seek-

ers with whom I speak have done 
little to no planning for what many 
consider to be the most difficult job 
they’ve ever had (i.e., finding a new 
job). You know the old saying, “Fail-
ing to plan is planning to fail.”

So, here are some tips on how to 
put together and execute a winning 
job search game plan:
•	 Assemble great talent. You are 

surrounded by people who really 
do wish to assist you with your job 
search.  They each have unique 
talents and areas of expertise 
(e.g., marketing, technology, 
sales, communications, time/
project management). Develop a 
job search “Dream Team” that can 
pool the strengths of its individ-
ual members to help make your 
activities as effective as possible.

•	 Develop and communicate a 
clear and powerful message about 
yourself that can be delivered 
easily and effectively through all 
channels: social media, resume, 
LinkedIn profile, networking 
events. This message should 
contain key information regard-
ing your personal brand, core 
skills and competencies, accom-
plishments and reasons why your 
results differentiate you from the 
other candidates.

•	 Be willing to modify your plan/
strategy as the situation may 
require. For example, if your 
resume is not producing interview 
opportunities, have it reviewed by 
someone you know and trust who 
has the background/expertise 
to provide honest feedback and 
solid recommendations for posi-
tive change. It doesn’t really make 
much sense to continue doing the 
same things and expect different 
results, does it?

These simple steps can help 
you develop and execute a winning 
job search game plan! 

What’s your job search game plan?
BusINEss & fINANCE

by Lysa stanton

Do you have any historical photos 
from old Dover or Westlake 
tucked away in a shoe box or 

album? The Westlake Historical Society 
is always collecting and scanning photos 
to add to our collection.  

It is an ongoing project for our 
society as we continue to add local 
photos and records to our archives. 
Photographs, as they say, are worth a 
thousand words and have the oppor-
tunity to tell important stories. They 
provide clues about the time period in 
which they were taken and describe life 
at that point in time. They are a wonder-
ful source for historians and genealo-
gists who study them for clues or more 
information about ancestors.  

The photo at right shows the James 
Hurst General Store in the mid-1890s. 
Shown in the front is James Hurst, his 

wife Lydia (nee Beardsley), as 
well as their sons, Lloyd and 
Russell. The Hursts also had a 
baby daughter, Lucille, who was 
not shown in the picture.  

The Hurst General Store 
was located close to the north-
west corner of Center Ridge 
and Dover Center roads, about 
where the Get Go service sta-
tion is located today. The photo 
shows a sign in the window 
advertising long distance tele-
phone service, as well as a wide 
variety of hats available for 
purchase. The store carried the 
first telephone service in Dover, 
sharing a three-party line with 
the doctor and undertaker. The 
store burned down in 1909.  

The Hurst family home was built in 
the 1850s and is still present today, just 
north of the store site on Dover Center 

Road. James was born near Avon to 
parents who emigrated originally from 
England. James and Lydia Hurst died a 
few months apart in early 1959, and are 
buried at Evergreen Cemetery.

If you have any old photos, news 
clippings or other local historical infor-
mation, please email us at westlakehis-
tory@yahoo.com or call 440-808-1961. 
We would love to talk with you! 

Westlake Historical Society seeks to add historical photos for collection
wEstLAKE hIstoRICAL soCIEtY
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The Observer offers you a unique opportunity to reach 
customers on a more personal and pOsiTive level, and to 
become part of this cOmmuniTy project by participating 

as an advertiser.
call Laura for ad details - 440-477-3556

laura@wbvobserver.com

Businesses: You’re unique, we’re unique.
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CoMMuNItY EVENts Post your group’s events for FREE at wbvobserver.com

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The westside’s housepainter 
for over 35 years!

Interior • Exterior

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

Feb. 5, 7-8:15 p.m.; Feb. 12, 7-8:15 p.m.
“Three Simple Questions” Book Group
It’s hard to escape the anger,  division, hateful 
language and violence that is tearing apart the 
world that God so loves. It impacts us all. But what 
can we do about it? The book’s  author, Reuben Job, 
asserts that the answers can be found in 3 questions 
that focus on understanding who God is and our 
role as God’s  human family. Join Rev John Butchko 
of Westlake United methodist Church as he leads 
a discussion of the 3 simple questions to know the 
God of love, hope and purpose. There is no cost for 
the group and books will be provided. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 6, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Family History Research Help Session
If you need help getting started or have come to a 
“road block” in your journey of searching for your 
ancestors, this is an excellent opportunity to get 
assistance. members of the Cuyahoga West Chapter 
of the Ohio Genealogical Society will be available to 
assist other members, and the general public, at the 
computer terminals in the computer lab. There is no 
charge for this service.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 7-10, library hours
Friends of Porter Public Library Book Sale 
The annual book sale features thousands of books, 
dVds and books on Cd. There is also a silent auction 
of some very special items, which can be seen in the 
lobby of the library.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 7, 7-8:30 p.m.
Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority 
Information Presentation
Learn the Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Author-
ity’s 2013 plans and challenges. At Fairview Park dem-
ocratic Club’s next meeting, Port Authority President 
and CEO Will Friedman will hold an informational 
session and answer our questions. here is a chance to 
understand the consequences of the levy failure and 
hear about the Port’s Authority’s future and what it 
means for our greater community. All area democrats 
and Independents are welcome to attend. Parking 
and entrance in the rear of the building; handicap 
accessible. For further information go to fairviewpark-
dems.org, or email fairviewdems@gmail.com.  
Fairview Park City Hall, 20777 Lorain Rd.

Feb. 9, 11 a.m.-noon
Bring Birds to Your Backyard
make your backyard an inviting natural habitat to 
enjoy bird watching. Presented by Akron Audubon 
Society. Limited seating; please call 440-871-0808 in 
advance for reservation.

Gale’s Westlake Garden Center, 24373 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 9, noon-3 p.m.; Feb. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Scholastic Book Fair
With this book fair, the church is raising funds to 
provide a book for each student at Luis munoz marin 
School in Cleveland. For more information, please call 
440-331-0834.
Church of the Redeemer United Church of Christ, 23500 
Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Feb. 10, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Valentine’s Day Dessert Auction
Bay United methodist Church will be hosting a des-
sert auction to raise funds for this year’s Appalachian 
Service Project mission trip. Various desserts – 
homemade, chocolatey, silky, tasty – in the midst of 
laughter and fun. Comedian Randy Geise serves as 
the 2013 auctioneer alongside many youth of the Ap-
palachian Service Project Team. Four special desserts 
will be raffled at $5/ticket also. This year a team of 77 
youth and mentors from several area churches plan 
to travel to West Virginia for one week to service 11 
homes in need of repair. This is a local youth-driven 
trip and most come from Bay Village, Avon, Avon 
Lake, and other cities. All proceeds from the auction 
support the 2013 trip. There is no admission fee to 
attend this event. Come laugh, meet new people and 
purchase yummy desserts!
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

Feb. 10, noon
Free Valentine Luncheon
CrossPointe Community invites you to a free Valentine 
Luncheon. menu: spaghetti, salad, rolls and dessert. 
Bring your Valentine and enjoy! You are also invited 
to worship with us at 10:30 a.m. Worship is a blend 
of hymns and contemporary music accompanied by 
the 24/7 Band: Pastor Blount (drums), Camille Blount 
(keyboard), Jeff Wilkins (bass), Rolf Jaegersen (guitar) 
and melissa Walsh (vocals). If you listen to 95.5 The 
Fish, you will be familiar with the songs. 
CrossPointe Community, 1800 Columbia Rd., Westlake

Feb. 10, 2-4 p.m.
Old-fashioned Valentine’s Day Party
Complimentary tours of the Clague house museum 
and refreshments will be available, as well as free 
crafts for the entire family. This will also be an excellent 
opportunity for everyone in the family to experience 
how life was lived in early dover (now known as West-
lake) during the late 1800s and early 1900s. For more 
information, call the Westlake historical Society at  
440-808-1961, or visit www.westlakeohiohistory.org. 
Clague House Museum, 1371 Clague Rd., Westlake

Feb. 10, 4-6 p.m.
A Valentine For You! Concert

The WUmC Performing Arts Series presents its 
annual Valentine’s concert, “A Valentine for You!” A 
tradition of the series, features the talented musi-
cians of WUmC and this year includes a quartet from 
the Northern Cascade Chordsmen. music includes 
familiar love songs from Broadway musicals, popular 
charts from the ‘50s, ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s, standard 
classics and more. The concert is free and open to 
the public. Free parking; free childcare; a free-will 
donation will be accepted. A reception will follow the 
performance. Call 440-871-3088 for information.
Westlake United Methodist Church, 27650 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 11, noon
Osteoarthritis & Joint Replacement
Join us for a Lunch & Learn session presented by dr. 
michael hritz of Orthopaedic Associates. This event 
be held in the Assisted Living Private dining Room at 
Bradley Bay. Please RSVP to 440-871-3474 by Feb. 8.
Bradley Bay, 605 Bradley Rd., Bay Village

Feb. 13, 10-11:30 a.m.
Estate Planning 101
Attorney Robert Frye will be presenting the basics of 
estate planning and probate court estate procedures. 
The presentation will last about 45 minutes followed 
with a question and answer period. RSVP to 440-899-
3442.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane, Bay Village

Feb. 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Computer & Internet Security
Charley Prince’s talk includes basic malware defini-
tions, current malware problems, discussion and 
comparison of all Avast software, including anti-virus 
and firewall software packages. Charley’s program 
on Avast Software will help everyone in updating to 
a more secure computer and Internet experience. 
Charley has 10 years experience with computer and 
IT security, 10 years association with Avast Software 
and has worked for Avast for the past 3 years. Charley 
lives near Wilmington, N.C. Come at 6:30 p.m. for 
refreshments followed by the main program at 7:15. 
Free and open to all. For additional info: www.neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 15, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tips for Visiting the Doctor, Dentist or Hair-
dresser 
For a child with special needs, simple appointments 
to the doctor, dentist and hairdresser can create 
major anxiety and meltdowns. Kate Boylan from 
Behavioral Intervention Institute of Ohio will lead an 
interactive discussion about how to help children 
with sensory needs and/or anxiety issues successfully 
navigate these experiences. She will share ways to 
prepare your child for these visits such as creating a 
visual schedule and writing a social story. Boylan will 

also discuss strategies for establishing reinforcement 
and troubleshooting once you arrive at your ap-
pointment. Childcare available; to reserve a spot for 
your child, visit www.connectingforkids.org or email 
sarahrintamaki@connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 16, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Feb. 17, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
44th Annual Antique Show
Shop for antiques from the 1960s and older. Includes 
jewelry, toys, pottery, glassware, linens, furniture, 
war memorabilia and much more. homemade 
baked goods, home-cooked food, plant sale and 
Bay memorabilia. Free appraisals (1 item): Sat. 1-3, 
jewelry, coins and precious metals; Sun. 1-3, antiques. 
Acquire sources to restore your antiques. For more 
info, call 440-334-7539. Wheelchair accessible; no 
strollers. Admission: $6 donation to the scholarship 
fund. hosted by the Bay Village Women’s Club.
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.

Feb. 16, 1-2:30 p.m.
How to Keep a Marriage Healthy When a Child is 
Struggling
marriage is difficult enough with today’s hectic sched-
ules and the normal, day-to-day strains that are inevi-
table. But when you have a child who is struggling, 
maintaining a quality relationship with your spouse 
becomes even more challenging. Suddenly everything 
is about your child and your marriage tends to take 
a backseat. Karen Tomoff, LISW, will discuss ways to 
keep your marriage healthy even under difficult cir-
cumstances. Both partners are encouraged to attend 
this session together. Childcare available; to reserve a 
spot for your child, visit www.connectingforkids.org or 
email sarahrintamaki@connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 20, 11 a.m.
Westlake Garden Club General Meeting
“The Benefits of Organic Gardening: Soils, Fertilizers 
and our health” presented by Ron Zayac of Canter-
bury Creek Gardens. Learn what to grow and how to 
grow it for optimum health. Everyone welcome to 
join us for lunch and the program. For more informa-
tion, call 440-892-0189.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Feb. 20, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Genealogy Roundtable Discussion and Evening 
Help Session
members of the Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS, will 
be reporting on their recent family history research 
progress and offering assistance to members, and 
the general public, who need help. Social time, with 
refreshments, is from 6:30-7 p.m. There is no charge 
to attend.  
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

For more sustainability tips, visit www.bayvillagegreenteam.com
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